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SUBJECT: CAIRO SCHISTOSOMIASIS CONFERENCE 
REFERENCE: (A) NAIROBI 5671; (B) STATE 153096 
1. PLANNING FOR CAIRO CONFERENCE WAS DEVELOPED INITIALLY 
BY EGYPTIAN MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND THE OFFICE OF NAVAL 
RESEARCH. FOLLOWING SECRETARY KISSINGER'S CALL FOR AN 
ACTION CAMPAIGN AT THE 29TH UNGA, WE FOUND THAT SUCH A 
CONFERENCE WOULD FIT INTO AND COMPLEMENT THE EFFORTS WE 
INTENDED TO MAKE INTERNATIONALLY. SPECIFICALLY IT COULD 
REINFORCE WHO'S EFFORTS TO FOCUS HEALTH AUTHORITIES ON 
SCHISTOSOMIASIS AS A SIGNIFICANT HEALTH PROBLEM AND TO TAKE 
A LEADERSHIP ROLE. THE CONFERENCE WAS SINCE BROUGHT UNDER 
THE AEGIS OF THE US-EGYPT ’JOINT WORKING GROUP ON 
MEDICAL COOPERATION, WHO AND UNEP. WE WERE GRATIFIED THAT 
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UNEP WAS WILLING TO ASSUME A MAJOR ROLE IN THE CONFERENCE 
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BY BEING ONE OF THE CO-SPONSORS ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF THE 
MANDATE GIVEN IT BY THE GOVERNING COUNCIL. 

2. U.S. GOVERNMENT DOES NOT VIEW MEETING MERELY AS RE- 
PETITION OF EARLIER TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AND LITERATURE 
NOR AT THE OTHER EXTREME DO WE EXPECT THAT THE CONFERENCE 
WILL DEVELOP A WORLD-WIDE ACTION STRATEGY FOR THE CONTROL 
OF SCHISTOSOMIASIS. BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF SCHISTOSOMIASI 
AND THE DIFFERENT METHODS AND MIXES OF METHODS OF CONTROLL- 
ING IT IN DIFFERENT PLACES WE THINK IT OVERLY OPTIMISTIC 

TO EXPECT A MEETING OF THE SIZE AND CONTENT OF THE CAIRO 
CONFERENCE TO ACCOMPLISH A WORLD-WIDE STRATEGY. 

3. U.S. GOVERNMENT DOES EXPECT THAT THE CONFERENCE WILL 
DETERMINE WHERE CURRENTLY AVAILABLE STRATEGIES AND 
TECHNIQUES ARE APPLICABLE FOR THE CONTROL OF SCHISTOSOMIAS- 
IS. WE EXPECT THAT A NUMBER OF ACTION-ORIENTED RECOMMEND- 
ATIONS WILL RESULT FROM THE CONFERENCE WHICH SHOULD BE 
STRUCTURED AND DIRECTED AT SCHISTOSOMIASIS CONTROL. FOR 
EXAMPLE, THE COUNFERENCE COULD PROVIDE SPECIFIC RECOMMEND- 
ATIONS ON THE EXCHANGE OF TECHNICAL INFORMATION AND THE 
UP-DATING OF VARIOUS METHODOLOGIES FOR DETERMINING THE 
MOST RATIONAL ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES TO CONTROL SCHISTO- 
SOMIASIS BASED ON THE MOST COST-EFFECTIVE METHOLOGY OR 
MIX OF METHODOLOGIES TO CONTROL THE DISEASE IN A GIVEN 
AREA. WE ALSO EXPECT AN EXAMINATION AND RESTATEMENT OF 
PRIORITIES WITHIN AND AMONG EACH OF THE MAJOR AGENDA ITEMS; 
IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL, ECONOMIC, 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED; GUIDANCE 
ON THE BEST GEOGRAPHIC AND ORGANIZATION FOCUS OF NEW 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES; CONSIDERATIONS OF THE 
FEASIBILITY AND BEST MECHANISMS FOR LAUNCHING OPERATIONAL 
PROJECTS IN THE NEAR TERM; AND RE-EMPHASIS OF THE NEED FOR 
THE APPROPRIATE UN AGENCIES TO GET TOGETHER AND WORK OUT 
METHODS FOR COORDINATING INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS DIRECTED 
AT SCHISTOSOMIASIS CONTROL. 

4. OF OVERRIDING IMPORTANCE FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW WILL 

BE SYSTEMATIC, COLLAWORAT ON FOLLOW UP BY UNEP AND WHO TO 
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CONTINUE THE IMPETUS WE HOPE WILL BE ESTABLISHED AT CAIRO 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE, COORDINATED ATTACK ON SCHISTOSOMIASIS. 

5. IT APPEARS THAT UNEP, BY VIRTUE OF ITS AUGUST PRE- 
CONFERENCE MEETING OF EXPERTS IN NAIROBI, WILL BE WELL 
ADVANCED IN PLANNING ITS PORTION OF THE PROGRAM AND WILL 
BE ABLE TO PRESENT TO THE CONFERENCE A FRAMEWORK FOR 
ACTION IN THE FIELD OF A NON-CHEMICAL CONTROL. THE U.S. 
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STRONGLY ENDORSES THIS APPROACH SINCE WE HAVE PRESSED 
UNEP TO CARRY OUT ITS MANDATE FOR PROGRAM DESIGN AND 
COORDINATION. IF INDEED THE UNEP BLAN IS PREPARED AND 
AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION IN ADVANCE OF, OR AT THE 
BEGINNING OF THE CAIRO MEETING, IT COULD BE USED AS A 
BASIS FOR DISCUSSIONS FOR THE GENERATION OF PROPOSALS TO 
MIX NON-CHEMICAL CONTROL METHODOLOGIES WITH THE OTHER 
METHODOLOGIES IN SPECIFIC AREAS. SUCH DISCUSSIONS LAN N 
TURN FORM THE BASIS FOR A FOLLOW-UP SESSION SPONSORED BY 
UNEP AND WHO, AND INVOLVING OTHER ORGANIZATIONS (E.G., 

FAO, UNDP, BILATERAL DONORS) TO DEVELOP AN INTEGRATED 
APPROACH TO DEALING WITH THE CONTROL OF SCHISTOSOMIASIS 

IN SPECIFIC AREAS. 

6. THE U.S. WILL BE REPRESENTED AT CAIRO BY EXPERTS FROM 
A NUMBER OF U.S. AGENCIES WHO WILL ATTEND IN INDIVIDUAL 
CAPACITIES AND NOT AS OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES. 
DHEW ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HEALTH, DR. THEODORE COOPER, 
EXPECTS TO ATTEND IN HIS ROLE OF CO-CHAIRMAN OF US-EGYPT 
JOINT WORKING GROUP. 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: NAIROBI PLEASE PASS UNEP PLEASE 
REPORT ANY COMMENTS. 

GENEVA: PLEASE PASS WHO FOR INFORMATION. 

CAIRO: PLEAE PASS MOH AND DR. A. ABDALLAH FOR INFORMATION. 
INGERSOLL 
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